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Thursday, February 02, 2012

Fellow Liberians:

Through a grant from the MasterCard Foundation, Ashesi University will offer 20 full scholarships to smart underprivileged students outside of Ghana who wish to pursue their undergraduate education at Ashesi. The scholarship includes full tuition for four years, a free laptop, free meal plan, free accommodation on campus and transportation home during the summer months following their Freshmen year. In addition to the Master Card Foundation Scholarships, Ashesi also awards partial tuition scholarships to students.  For now, Ashesi has decided to focus its international student recruiting on Liberia, Sierra Leone and Nigeria.  There is no cost to the Liberian government for giving students these scholarships. The Inter-ministerial Scholarships Committee is assisting Ashesi University in identifying high school contacts and their locations so that they can begin scheduling visits to these schools in March. 

Specifically, Ashesi would like to recruit students in their final year of high school. The scholarships are only available to students whose families are able to demonstrate financial need and who are doing well in their subjects. Scholarship recipients typically achieve As and Bs on their transcripts and on national exams. 

Ashesi University is a private university offering first degree programs in Business Administration, Computer Science and Management Information Systems. The next planned major will be Engineering, which is scheduled to begin hopefully in 2013. Ashesi’s teaching methodology focuses on the liberal arts method of instruction, which develops critical thinking and problem-solving skills in our students. Ashesi’s mission is to train a new generation of ethical and entrepreneurial leaders for Africa. Ashesi does not offer any post graduate studies at this time.  You can learn more about Ashesi University at www.ashesi.edu.gh   .  

There is not really a limit to the number of students who can apply from Liberia. Ashesi University would love to admit as many students who qualify. Ashesi University has a goal of admitting 150 students every year into the Freshman class and achieving an international student population of between 30% and 50%. Currently, international students only make up 10% of the student population. So ideally, Ashesi would have between 50 and 75 students from Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Nigeria although it does not have a specific admission goal for each country. 

In addition to the Master Card scholarship, Ashesi also has its own scholarship program through which it could admit more students from Liberia and give them scholarships, but they would not be full scholarships.  The admission process is very competitive. In 2011, Ashesi University received applications from 647 students and enrolled 24% of those that applied. 

Admissions officers from Ashesi University will review all application files, conduct phone interviews, and make recommendations to the admissions committee on who should gain admission. The Inter-ministerial Scholarship Committee will assist in spreading the word about the scholarship opportunities to high schools and asking school heads/counselors to encourage students who qualify to apply. The ideal applicant would be an A/B student from an underprivileged background.  Students who don’t need financial aid (e.g. attending private schools) can apply as well, but they may not qualify for financial aid. 

Ashesi University will be reviewing applications from February until mid-August 2012. The semester for Freshman begins in September 2012.  Below are the admission and financial aid forms for your review. 
Thank you.
George Kronnisanyon Werner

Chair, Inter-ministerial Scholarships Committee

golscholarships@gmail.com 
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